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Welcome!

Thank you to the Bergenfield High School 
Parents Association and Project Graduation 
Committee!

Title I provides financial assistance for students and 
programs

Title I financial assistance based on school enrollment, the 
amount of students receiving free or reduced lunch, and 
other informative data.
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Programs offered through Title I

● HSPA Classes in Math and Language Arts 
Literacy

● Homework Clinic
● ELL Extended Day Programs
● PSI Physics Extra Help
● Algebra I After School Help
● Extended Day Library Hours
● Writing Center

● Get Involved
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Introducing the Common Core to 
Parents and Community Members

Carmen Archetto, Jim Fasano, Robert Ragasa, Tara Schneider & Nancy Scicchitano
March 18, 2014

Hunt Institute video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jxefsLG2eps
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jxefsLG2eps
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http://vimeo.com/51933492

http://vimeo.com/51933492
http://vimeo.com/51933492
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Common Core Across the Nation

*
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What are the Common Core State Standards?

The Common Core State Standards set grade-by-grade 
learning expectations for students in grades K-12 for 
Mathematics and for English Language Arts and 
Literacy.  

While states have had standards for more than 15 
years, this set of standards is more focused on 
preparing students for success in college and career. 
They set  clear, consistent and high learning goals.

*
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Common Core: It Takes All of Us!

• Parents 

• Community members

• Colleges and universities

• Technical training programs

*
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What Should I Expect with CCSS?

More time to focus on preparing 
students for college and career 
readiness.

*
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The Shifts in ELA/Literacy

1. Building knowledge through content-rich   

nonfiction 

2. Reading, writing and speaking grounded in                         

evidence from text, both literary and 

informational

3. Regular practice with complex text and its 

academic language
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How English in a Flash helps students learn vocabulary

Reading is the single most important skill children learn in 
school. Without adequate vocabulary, reading 
comprehension is difficult and frustrating. In addition to 
everyday language, children must develop content-specific 
vocabulary for success in the classroom. With the click of 
your mouse, you’ll have the information you need to 
personalize instruction, provide encouragement, and 
intervene effectively when students need your help
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How English in a Flash helps students learn vocabulary

● Build student vocabulary - You can help ELLs build Basic 
Interpersonal Communication Skills (BICS) and vocabulary necessary for 
Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency (CALP).
○ Content-Area Vocabulary - Students learn the content-area 

vocabulary required for success in language arts, math, biology, 
chemistry, history, and other subjects.

○ Conversational Vocabulary - Students learn conversational 
vocabulary that helps them communicate effectively with classmates 
and teachers.

● Provide grammatical structure - Students learn grammatical structures 
the same way they learned them in their native languages—through 
meaningful exposure.

● Once students have learned the vocabulary in a lesson, those words are 
combined into short phrases, sentences, and dialogues.
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How English in a Flash helps students learn vocabulary

● Determine class progress - As students complete their lessons, 
quizzes, and reviews, the Class Progress Report provides a snapshot 
of their current work to show how they are improving, so you can 
intervene effectively.

● Communicate student progress - The Parent Report—available in 
nine languages—charts the number of words students have learned. It 
encourages parental involvement in their child’s vocabulary progress.

● Guide students to books of interest - AR BookFinder is a free online 
tool that is designed to help students, parents, teachers, and librarians 
find books based on vocabulary knowledge.

http://www.arbookfind.com/UserType.aspx
http://www.arbookfind.com/UserType.aspx
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Independent vs. Instructional Reading

Forced to read above independent level

Instructional reading at grade level

Comfortably reading at independent level
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What does 85% reading comprehension look like?

The xxxx is an interesting and xxxx bird. It has a strong, xxxx 
xxxx that acts as a xxxx to remove xxxx from trees and find 
insects to eat. It has a very long xxxx, up to four inches long, 
that is xxxx on the tip for catching xxxx.
Most birds have one toe xxxx back and three xxxx forward on 
each foot. xxxx are a little bit different. They have two sharp 
claws xxxx back and two sharp claws xxxx forward on each foot 
to help them hold on to the sides of trees.
The life xxxx of a xxxx is 4-11 years. Their favorite foods are 
xxxx, fruit, xxxx and nuts. These xxxx birds live in forests and 
xxxx areas with lots of trees. xxxx can be found all over the 
world, except in xxxx.
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What does 90% reading comprehension look like?

The xxxx is an interesting and amazing bird. It has a strong, 
pointed xxxx that acts as a xxxx to remove xxxx from trees and 
find insects to eat. It has a very long xxxx, up to four inches 
long, that is xxxx on the tip for catching xxxx.
Most birds have one toe pointing back and three pointing forward 
on each foot. xxxx are a little bit different. They have two sharp 
claws pointing back and two sharp claws pointing forward on 
each foot to help them hold on to the sides of trees.
The life span of a xxxx is 4-11 years. Their favorite foods are 
insects, fruit, xxxx and nuts. These xxxx birds live in forests and 
xxxx areas with lots of trees. xxxx can be found all over the 
world, except in xxxx.
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What does 95% reading comprehension look like?

The xxxx is an interesting and amazing bird. It has a strong, 
pointed beak that acts as a hammer to remove xxxx from trees 
and find insects to eat. It has a very long xxxx, up to four inches 
long, that is sticky on the tip for catching insects.
Most birds have one toe pointing back and three pointing forward 
on each foot. xxxx are a little bit different. They have two sharp 
claws pointing back and two sharp claws pointing forward on 
each foot to help them hold on to the sides of trees.
The life span of a xxxx is 4-11 years. Their favorite foods are 
insects, fruit, acorns and nuts. These awesome birds live in 
forests and wooded areas with lots of trees. xxxx can be found 
all over the world, except in xxxx.
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How can you help your child in literacy?

-Ask your child specific questions about what they read.

-Encourage children to read, then write and speak about, 
nonfiction text such as newspapers, magazines, and biographies.

-Encourage children to research topics of interest and read 
series that relate to a central topic.

-Have your child follow step by step instructions or a set of 
directions in order to accomplish a task, such as building a 
sandcastle or operating a game. 



www.achievethecore.org

The Shifts in Mathematics

1. Focus:  Focus strongly where the standards focus

2. Coherence: Think across grades, and link to major 
topics 

3. Rigor: In major topics, pursue conceptual 
understanding, procedural skill and fluency, and 
application with equal intensity
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High-level Summary of Major Work in Grades K–8

K–2 Addition and subtraction—
concepts, skills, and problem solving; place value

3–5 Multiplication and division of whole numbers and 
fractions—
concepts, skills, and problem solving

6 Ratios and proportional relationships; 
early expressions and equations

7 Ratios and proportional relationships; 
arithmetic of rational numbers

8 Linear algebra and linear functions
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High-level Summary of Major Work in Grades 9 - 12

9 Algebra N Number and Quantity
A Algebra
F Functions
G Geometry
S Statistics and Probability

10 Geometry

11 Algebra II
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2. Reason abstractly and 
quantitatively

3. Construct viable 
arguments and critique 
the reasoning of others

4.  Model with mathematics
5. Use appropriate tools 

strategically

7. Look for and make use 
of structure

8. Look for and express 
regularity in repeated 
reasoning

Reasoning and Explaining

Modeling and using tools

Seeing structure and 
generalizing
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NCTM Focus in Mathematics:
Reasoning & Sense Making

● Many students have difficulty because they 
find          mathematics meaningless…

● Should occur in every mathematics 
classroom every day.

NCTM 2009, pp 5 - 6
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The high school standards 

● call on students to practice 
applying mathematical ways of 
thinking to real world issues 

● they prepare students to think and 
reason mathematically
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How can you help your child in math?

-Help children practice their addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division facts.

-Encourage children not to give up while solving problems, to 
build stamina and develop their critical thinking skills. Don’t give 
them the answers - ask them to think of different ways they can 
solve problems.

-Have children illustrate the math they were thinking in their 
head and discuss it out loud.

-Have children apply their math knowledge to a real-world 
scenario at home, such as doubling a recipe or calculating the 
area of a room. 
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Game Night with the Common Core Standards!

ELA Anchor Standard Reading Informational Text 1:
● Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly 

and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 
conclusions drawn from the text.

Algebra Domain
● Equations and Inequalities
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Here are the Answers!
Standards in order from Grade 6 through Grade 12

ELA

Grade 6 (C) 

Grade 7 (F)

Grade 8 (B)

Grades 9-10 (D)

Grades 11-12 (A)
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Here are the Answers!

. Math

Grade 6 (D)

Grade 7 (A)

Grade 8 (C)

Grade 9 (E)
Algebra

Grade 10 (B)
Geometry
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Additional Resources

Council of the Great City Schools Parent Roadmaps:

•Math

      http://www.cgcs.org//site/Default.aspx?PageID=244

•ELA / Literacy 

      http://www.cgcs.org/Page/328

•National Parent Teachers Association (PTA)
http://pta.org/parents/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2583

•Achieve the Core

     www.achievethecore.org

•Common Core State Standards Text  Exemplars

     http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf

*

http://www.cgcs.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=244
http://www.cgcs.org/Page/328
http://pta.org/parents/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2583
http://pta.org/parents/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2583
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf

